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TWO WEDDING RECEPTIONS 
Pastor Jim Dunn  

 

Isaiah 55:1-5 

The Compassion of the Lord 

55  “Come, everyone who thirsts, 

come to the waters; and he who has no money, 

come, buy and eat! Come, buy wine and milk 

without money and without price. 

2  Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread, 

and your labor for that which does not satisfy?  

Listen diligently to me, and eat what is good, 

and delight yourselves in rich food. 

3  Incline your ear, and come to me; 

hear, that your soul may live;  

and I will make with you an everlasting covenant, 

my steadfast, sure love for David. 

4  Behold, I made him a witness to the peoples, 

a leader and commander for the peoples. 

5  Behold, you shall call a nation that you do not know, 

and a nation that did not know you shall run to you, 

because of the Lord your God, and of the Holy One of Israel, 

for he has glorified you. 
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You open your mailbox, take out the mail, and, as you’re going through it, you come 

across a fatter envelope with very nice penmanship on the front. You open it and find 

multiple cards inviting you to a wedding and a wedding reception. The card says the 

reception will be at the VFW Hall. And you can already picture what it will be like. It will 

be a real “down home” kind of wedding reception. There will be long folding tables 

laid end to end in rows, metal folding chairs, decorations made of papier-mâché, 

paper plates, plastic forks and knives, and food that’s not fancy but there’s lots of it. 

And afterward there will be dancing. First there’ll be the wedding march, then the 

bride and bridegroom’s dance, and then dancing for everyone to all kinds of music. 

Fast music. Slow music. Some will dance. Some will just watch. But then will come those 

dances that everybody dances. Someone on the dance floor will call out: “Come on, 

come out here! We need another person in our line to dance the Cotton-Eyed Joe.” 

Later someone will call out: “Come on. It’s the Chicken Dance. You don’t even need 

to know how to dance to do these moves. You don’t even have to leave your chair. 

Just stand up right where you are!” And pretty soon everybody in the hall, young and 

old, is doing the Chicken Dance.  

 

That’s how it is also with death. Death calls all people to its dance. All are invited, and 

everybody dances with death. There used to be a painting titled The Dance of Death 

in St. Mary’s Church in Lubeck, Germany. Painted in the 1400’s, it was a 100-foot-long 

canvas attached to the wall. In the painting were 24 characters from all walks of life, in 

a chain dance with death: the emperor and the peasant, the woman and the man, 

even a baby in a cradle, as you can see in the picture on the front of the service 

folder. Weaving in and out of the 24 life-sized characters were skeletons. Under each 

skeleton was written in German the words, Der Tod, or Death, along with the words: “I 

call everybody to this dance.”   

 

God’s own people have long heard the call of death. We are reminded of this by the 

troubling words of Isaiah 55:2, words spoken by God to Israel of old. “Why do you 

spend your money for what is not bread? Why do you spend your labor on what does 

not satisfy?” Why? Why do you do that? Why do you try to obtain and hold on tight to 

things you cannot take with you, things that will one day decay, things that cannot 

satisfy the deepest needs of human experience? Why?  
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Well, we spend our money and our time on things with the intent of making the little bit 

of life that we have satisfying. The things in our possession, from the money in our wallet 

to the shoes in our closet: we tell ourselves they’re mine. You earned the money, and 

you bought the shoes. Besides, no one else could even appreciate them, because 

your memories and emotions are tied up with them. But in holding onto them with 

memories and emotions and possessiveness, are you expecting them to help make 

the hardness of life easier to swallow? Isn’t that what Jesus is for? And in holding onto 

these precious things, are these things displacing Jesus, pushing Jesus away from that 

place of deepest need in your heart? I have some baseball cards that I’ve bought 

over the years since I was nine years old. They are dear to me. In my head I know one 

day I will dance with death, and when I do I will not be able to hold onto those cards. 

But in my heart I fret about what will become of them when I’m gone, because no 

one could possibly appreciate them as much I do. I cannot take them with me, but I 

cannot bear the thought of giving them up. So, what deep need am I expecting 

baseball cards to satisfy that I will not part with them? 

 

Why do we do that with things? Why do you spend your money on what is not bread? 

Why do you spend your labor on what does not satisfy? Because that is all we are able 

to do. Because we just can’t fathom that there’s something more, something better 

that does satisfy. 

 

There is another wedding and wedding reception. It is not held at a VFW hall. It is held 

at the finest dining location in the world, with round oak tables, soft chairs, linen 

tablecloths freshly pressed. The decorations are fresh flowers placed in crystal vases on 

every table. The plates are made of fine Dresden porcelain. The cutlery is such pure 

silver, the forks and knives practically tarnish in your hand. And the food is rich, finer 

that any you’ve ever tasted. And you are invited to that wedding reception. “Come,” 

says the Lord God, “everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and he who has no 

money, come, buy, and eat! Come, buy wine and milk without money and without 

price… Listen diligently to Me, and eat what is good and delight yourselves in rich 

food.” Isaiah 55:1,2. 
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Well, it’s very fancy, not the kind of place you usually go to or feel comfortable in. But 

the Lord God is persuasive. He tells you not to worry about what you’ll wear to such a 

fancy place. He’ll take care of that. And so you find yourself at one of the round oak 

tables in this fanciest of places. You find yourself a child of God through Jesus Christ. 

And since you are an invited guest of the Bridegroom Himself, you get to enjoy all the 

fine food and the beautiful room and the fine music, without having to think for a 

moment what it will cost you. 

 

Nor does the Bridegroom want you to give the cost a second thought. For this is the 

wedding reception of the Lord of Life, and He has paid the full cost for you to be 

there. His wedding reception is an invitation to all. But unlike the dance of death, this 

invitation brings life. It answers your deepest needs. This invitation satisfies your deepest 

needs. Yet, like the dance of death, God’s people have long heard this call to life, 

from the voice of Wisdom calling out in Proverbs 9:5 for all people to come to the Lord: 

“Come, eat My food and drink the wine I have mixed,” to the voice of John closing 

out the Revelation with the call of the great cloud of witnesses: “Come! Whoever is 

thirsty, let him come; and whoever wishes, let him take the free gift of the water of life.” 

This invitation reaches deep into Israel’s past, to the days of King David. In our text, 

Isaiah 55:3-4, the Lord says: “Listen so that your soul might live, and I will make for you 

an eternal covenant, the same mercies shown to David. Behold, I made him a witness 

to the peoples, a leader and commander for the peoples.”    

 

This invitation goes back to ancient Israel and comes all the way to you as this 

passage reminds you. God made David a witness to the peoples, a leader and 

commander. And then He made Jesus the witness, leader, and commander par 

excellence, as it says in Revelation: “And from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, 

the firstborn from the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth.” This invitation to life 

comes not to you in the mail. It comes to you in the flesh of the second David, your 

Savior, Jesus Christ. He came to dance your dance with death, died on a cross, and 

came alive again victorious over the dance of death to pay the full cost of your 

eternal life so that He may call out to you this same invitation on the Last Day: “Come, 

you who are blessed by My Father, take your inheritance, the reign prepared for you 

since the creation of the world.”  
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By His resurrection power, He will raise you from death and by the power of His love He 

will call His disciples of every age to enter with Him into the new creation. And in order 

to be that which satisfies your deepest needs of life right now, this invitation in the flesh 

calls to you through wine and bread. Jesus calls, saying, “Come, take and eat, take 

and drink.” 

 

But what then do the last words of the text mean, when you get to verse 5? “Behold, 

you shall call a nation that you do not know, and a nation that did not know you shall 

run to you.” How is God, through you, calling out to the stranger, to people you have 

not known for fifty years, and sharing with them this wedding invitation that is rich and 

free and for all and that brings life and satisfaction to the heart?     

 

AMEN 

 


